Remarkable Progress Shown By
Colored Race m Washmgton

Negroes Own Approximately $20,000,000 Worth of Prop-

erty in This City and Thousands Live in Their Own

Homes—Engage in Every Line of Business—Banker
John W. Lewis Gives Some Interesting Information Re-
garding the Prosperity of the Race.

W“' Lewis, president of the In-

dustrial Savings Bank and of

the Laborers and Mechanics' Realty Com-
northwest,

own real estate
something near

people of Washington
valued at $20,000,00, or
that figure

*“That's a fine showing for the race,
financially, lan't n?"

Nu

represcntative of The

Herald recently called on John

HEX =&

[ T ——

1 Men.

pany. at 206 Eleventh strest ¥

for the purpose of requesting an article “The number of colored men in the
for The Herald's feature edition on the|various professions, and particularly
progress of the colored race in the city|lawyers, doctors, and dentists, hag in-
of Washington during -ecent decades, he|creased even more rapidly than the
found Mr. Lewis submerged in a press of ) rumber of colored men engaged In
lmasiness and op the eve ofleaving for i |business.” continued Mr. Lewls *“There

are bhetween seventy-five and 100 doc-
zreat pless- | tors, twenty-five or thirty dentists, and
“11 don't know how many lawyera™

three weeks' vacation in New England

“If I had vime I would take
ure In giving The Herald such an article.
sald Mr. Lewis, “for there is much to be
=aid of interest in regard (o the remarck-
able prozress of the colired ruce in the
city of W us well as through-1
out the nation rushing 7hraugh!
m |ANYwWAay,

of the
slonaT"

“Well, of course I couldn't think of
them all off hand, but 1I'll name & few
and if I overlook any it must |

leaacing men In these profes-

wshington,
but I am
some work here in the
vacation and it is impossible,™
it you will sit down a short time|Some of the more prominent physicians

, in zive me what The Herald |are Dr. A. M. Curtis, Dr. Simson L. Car-
* sad the reporter. '-*-.-u. Dr. John H. Johnston, Dr. Tignor,

bank to leave
my

“Well.
mayhe you o

wants in nn interview

business establishments cmﬂucui by

“Cam you glve me the names of some |

y b¢ understood that I mean no o{hnn.l'

* WASHINGTON

colored people. .
“Of course there are numerous press-
ing and cleaning places run by colored
men and women, but their number does
not seem to lessen thelr prosperity as the
people of Waashington are particular, you
know, In respect to keeping their clothes
neatly pressed. Generally speaking, I would
say that nearly every line of business
In which white people engage has
its representative negro establishment.
The colored men engzged In Industrial
work, in educational work, and In all
lines of business, as well as the profes-
slonal men, are making creditable rec-
ords for themselves and thelr race In
Washington and even greater progress
will come with the future years."
Many Churches and Schools.

“Yes, the colored peopie are provided
with numerous churches and schools.
I believe the colored school aystem In
this city is the best in the world, The
District now constructing a high
school golely for colored students which
will surpass anything of the kind in the
country. The Howard Unlversity has a
reputation from coast to coast as a
high-class educational institution and it
'is doing a great work in the advance-
ment of the race.

*“There are nearly 100 churches—to be
exact, I believe the number is % —of
which 52 are devoted to the Baptist de-
nomination and the others are of the
Epiascopal, Methodist, and FPresbyterian
| denominations. The pulpits of these
! churches are filled by preachers of edu-
cation and ability, some of whom are
known as among the most eloquent di-
vines In the country. Thirty or forty
thousand peopie form the combined mem-
bership of these churches and it
is greatly to the credit of the race that
the majority of them  regularly attend

“] was never imterviewsd In my life, | DPr. 8. 8 Thompson, Dr. Michel O. Du-
but we will try it said Mr. Lewis, with | mas. Dr. Charles H. Marshall, Dr. E. D.
a smile. and immedintely led the way to} Williston, Dr. Phillip Erooks, Dr. W.
his office in the rear of the bunk. The |4 Warfield, and many others of ca-
neatly furnished office had one striking pability. Dr. Carson Is & surgeon of
fexture in n liarge card over the presi-| hote:r Dr. ‘Williston is a speciallst, and
dent’s desk bearing a monosyllabic motto, Dr., Warfleld is chlef surgeon of Freed- !
The one word on the card was “THINK." men’s Hospital. The Iatter ph}‘lu.r!an !

That is Mr. Lewls’ business motto, And|!s renowned for his skill in abdominal |

surgery, and has the honor of having‘
conceived the plan and ralsed most of |
:t]u_- funds for the construction of Freed-
to Washington in %" | men's Hospital, which cost $600,000 and
“there were awo dRUE|yag ns superior in the world as a hos-
colored people; now """‘plul devoted to the care of the col-
There WBS| gred race.

there are |

hiz thinking has brouzht him succéss

Growth of Dusinesy Lines,
“When 1 can
said Mr. Lewis
stores run by
ure twenty-seven drug stores.

uhe real cstate broker. now “Among the dentists whom 1 per-
ten resl sstate firme. A shailar growth | oonaly know as high-class profession-
might be cited in al’ lines of businers, |a) men are Dr. E. G. Evans, Dr. Am-
and | will touch on that :ater, The only  prose E. Gaskin, Dr. Robert Peyton,
line of business that hasn't increased ll1|m-|d Dr. John R. Francls, jr. who s
#0 tur me the number engaged in the|pt the head of the Howard Dental Par-
husiness is concerned is  the banking|lors.

bysiness There was one bank in \\'a;h-i “From many colieges of law camo

ington when 1 ¢came here. It weut cut of | many taleated colored lawyers In the
the hank of which I aml lagt twenty years. Dr. Thomas L. Jones
in Woshing-| s rated as one of the finest criminal
Among other brilllant

business and

T resident only bank

ton managed by colored people. We have | lawyers we have.

iz the

& paid In carital of %00 and about 1,000 ‘legal Hights, as attorneys were once
depositors  with assets of approxi-| called in counlry papers, are A. W,
mately §35,00, | Svott, Fountain Peyton, E. M. Hewlett,
“he ten leading real estate dealers 1r-| W. Calvin Chase, E. P. Moore, and &
I Walker, the Hill-Pendivton Company, iIn the courts of the
I. S King the Clark Williams Plummer | District the colored lawyers hold their
Company. J. L. Tavior. Joseph H. Johu-!nwn and have distinguished themselves
to he G Healty Company, the|in many important cases.”
dutuil Improvement Compans, the La| Fourth Estate Represented.
wiz and Morhanics’ Realty Company.| .yo, moust not forget your own pro-
tnd i oam of the dmpression that there) o on that of the fourth estate,” r.
re & TRIRDEE gL et | Lewis continued, “for the colored peo-

the «oloted

wiag any disposition e Invest

“Are people of W ns:l.r:al:l‘\n.' ple In Washington have two excellent

papers managed and edited by colored

in -eal

! : or to purchasc their own homes “: men who are clever and brilllant writers.
tih Che b M sUY and most | There |s “The Bee’ of which W. Cal-
editable rxtent Col peaple who

Chase s editor and publisher, and
I‘Th(- Washington Eagie,' the editor and
| publisher of which is J, Finley Wilson.
These papers thoroughly cover all the
news of interest to the colored people
and are widely read. Both are weekly
papers, and I wouldn't be surprised if
a daily paper devoted to the colored
race were to make its appearance some
time in the future.'

“How largely have the colored people
gone into business for themselives and
how many colored merchants cater to
their race alone?™”

“Therea are about twenty such mer-
| chants, the majority of whom are con-
nected with the market. Ware's de-
partment store on Fourteenth street.
Holland's haberdashery on  Seventh
street, and Foster's dye works on
| Eleventh street, are ameng the largest

| vin
" 1oy 1 t A & Fpicu- |
They elther buy it

pent. as g _solld method

ition as an invest-

of their

saving
they
have heard it|

money in that way nlae buy in

order to build n home i

autharity that the colored !

*ajd on g«

'lces every Sunday.
| colored community are high and T am

|are, as a rule, an exceptionally law-abid-

the Sunday school and the church serv-
The morals of the

sure that evervone wlll agree that we

ing people.”

“Among the talented preachers I
may mention Dr. Walter H. Brooka,
Dr. M W. D. Norman, Dr. B. W.
Rivers, Dr. A. Powell, Dr. Alexander
Carroll, Dr. W. C. Brown, Dr. A. C
Garner, Dr. Francis J. Grimke, Dr.

Daniel P. Seaton, Dr. C. H Stepteau,
and others

Three Theaters and Twe Parks.,

“Of course, we have our soclal side of
life and our amusement places,’ contin-
ued Mr, Lewis. “'There are three thea-
ters devoled to moving-picture shows
that are controlled by colored people,
two of which are owned by them. These
theaters are the Howard, the Hlawatha
and the Dudley. They provide clean
amusement feature* and give the best
film plays in the market. The Howarda
Theater provides comedy and dramatic
productions during the winter months
and the performances are always well
attended,

“Two parks in Anacostin—Green Willow
Park and Eureka Park—are popular out-
of-door recreation places for colored peo-
ple, and they are thronged every evenlng
during the summer months.

“As for colored society in Washington,
I don't suppose it can be equaled for re-
finement among the colored race In any
city of the land. Personally, I am afraid
many of our young men and women
spend too much time and money in soclal
pleasures, which leads to extravagance
in dress and a style of living not entirely
conducive to iIndividual prosperity, but,
of course, we must have our social life,
and it is well that our Washington col-
ored society has a nation-wide reputation
for being high-toned.™

In closing the Interview The Hearald
man said:

So this is the first time you were ever
Interviewed ?™*

“Yes, the first time—it i{s a new experi-
ence for me,” replied Mr. Lewis,

“How do you like 1t

Mr, Lewis smiled and sald: “"Well, it
wasn't quite as painful an operation as I
thought It would be."

Delivers a Speech In Boston.
On his vacation Mr. Lewls visited Bos-
ton, Providence and Newport. In Boston
he attended the conventlon of the Negro

Bu-lnm m of wun Beoku- -
Washington |§ president.’ At one of (he
sessions of the conventlon Mr. Leawie
gave an interesting talk on “Banks
and Banking.,” in which he made some
striking statementa. The paper fol-
lows in full:

Mr. president, ladies and gentlemen of
the Natlonal Negro Business League, my
subject, “Banks and Banking,” is by

Traces of credit by compensation and
by transfer orders are found in Assyria,
Phoenicia and Egypt. Clay tablets in
the British Muscum taken from the ruins
of Eabylon show that as far back as
the days of Nebuchadnezsar, loans of
silver at intcrest were made and loans
secured by mortagage on land,

In Babylon banking was carried on as
early as 700 B, C. This seems to be the
first firm. The Chinese undersiood the
use of paper money hundreds of years
before the European nations, and es
tablished a bank about A. D, 1000. But
banking as we understand it did not
commence before 1584. The bank of
Venice was established In 1171 THe
bank of Sweden in 1656, This bank
still exists. The Bank of England was
founded In 1694, the Bank of France
in 18500,

You will notice that the great flnan-

cial Institutions of the world count
their ages by the hundreds and hun-
dreds of years. We may be somewhat
disappointed at the =slowness with
which negro banks have come Into ex-
istence and the siowness with which
they have increased their financial re-
EOUTCes,

Never Taught to Save.

But, Mr, President, the reason |3 easlly’
seen. We do not know
money .,
save. We have never been taught the
lesson, “Look after the pennies, nickles |
and dimes, and the dollars will look after
themselves,*

Evidences of thls are seen every min-
ute of the day In our race. If sugar is
& cents a pound, lard 121-2 cents, meat
121-2 cents, we buy one pound, three
pounds and the like, without ever stop-
ping to think how we can save those half
pennies and what they mean,

Take a pound of tea, sixteen ounces,

which sells for 30 cents, What 8o we do?
We send to the store for 5 cents’ worth.
This is done day after day, thus paying
% cents for that pound of tea. Any time
the child and even the adult says to the
merchant, “Give me 10 cenls’ worth of
ment.” if the meat |8 121-2 cents per
pound, you get about three-quarters of a
pound and there |8 saved to the merchant
about I cents on the pound,
My fricnds, there is scarcely a person
under the sound of my voice who has not
witneszed the above. What are we going
to do about it? Where is the remedy?
Can't we learn from that merchant of
merchants, the Jew? He knows our
weakness and preys on it. He opens his
#hops in our midst and smiles and bows.l
pets our children, gives them cake and
candy until he catches the old flies. That
is his molasses. In a few years he 1s
able to move in larger and more spa-
cious quarters. He has grown rich off
our pennies, nickies and dimes.

Why Are Our Banks Few?

Mr. President, we have a population
in round numbers of ten millions and
these ten millions of people spend
yearly bhetween three and five hun-
dred millions of dollars,. We have the
people. We have the money. Why
haven't we the banks? One reason
Is, we do not know how o manage
and operatza a bank. ;We have no op-
portunity to serve as apprentices and
thus becoms proficient In conducting the
same, We only learn by doing. Let us
have more bhanks.

The negro in the employment of a white
bank is there as a messenger. ji\l‘lltﬁl’.‘
or wartchman. He is not promoted for
faithful “service, honesty, ecducation nor
ldeal character. No reward 8 for him
save a few extra dollars at Christmas
time,

A second good reason: Negroes who
have money Jjust simply prefer to walk
in the old paths of their parents and
deposit in white banks. Mr. Presidant,
no depositors means no bank. The whits
man Hkes to handle and control_ thé
negroes’ money, paying him 2, 3 and 4
per cent. interest and charging him 6
7 and B per centl., and a bonus for lend-
ing It back to him. They employ men
to solicit the influential negro and they
advertise Mr. A and B deposit here as
A magnet to draw thousands of other
depositors.
Mr. President, T live In the Capital
of the nation with a population In
and around Washington of 125,000 col-
ored people with more culture and In-
telligence, it is said, than any other
city in the country.

For necessities of life it costs them
$7500 a wyear per capita. In other
words, It costa §9,375,000 for necesal-

——— -
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DR.
Edward Davis

E. D. WILLISTON,

Dr Williston was |
bern in Fayetteville, W He nattended |
the publio schools of that city, the Stats |
Normal at Fayvettevilie, and the Biddle
University at Charlotte, N. C. After leav-
ng Bilddle University he attended the
Howard University of this city, from
which he was graduated in 150 A B,
M. D. In 188, and he immediately bagan
his practice here. Ie was professor of
medical jurisprudence at Howard Uni-
versity for over ten years, at present
professor of obstetrics. He now holds
the position as secretary of the
advisory etuff of the Freedman's Hos-
pital, the largest and best eguipped
tolored hospital in the United States,
ind {8 also ohstetrician of that insti-
utlon. Dr. Willlston is a professional
man who |s known &ll over the Unitad

Btates. and he has traveled over
the United States, Canada, and
Mexico, and i3 wvery highly spoken
o by all who have met him 1n

Alm travels or who live in the community
with him. He prides himself on being &
itanch Republican. He s &
M a number of the largest and best
Iratérnal organizations of this efty,
b member of the Masons, the Odd Fel-
ows, and all noted fratermal or-
fanisations, On March 4, 159, he was mar-
Hed and now resides with his wife
of three at ir resi-
1512 street nDor est, of
his city,

Dr. Williston I8 one of Washington's
post noted colored citizens and is al-
raye willing and does co-operate with
iy movement! that is for the benefit
of Washington and for the colored
sople of thi= city or the country at
arge. He is without question a man of
wie in every respect and a citizsen that
Nashington can and is proud of, and is
dways ready and wliiliog to do his part
& ARy movement started for the bsneft — —
@ the community or country
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rooks & Thomas

Plastering, Soldering
and Tarrigg Contractors

References Furnished
Upon Application

ESTIMATES FREE

305 9th Street N. E.

Phone Lincoln 3721
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HEB.AID’S "WASHIN GTON

no_means & new one. Solomon sald aptly
“There is no new thing under the sun.'n?

the value of'
we have never been taught tu!

- per cent of this amount
| eendd —give $LE75,000, - mand _with - this
amount we can bulld 300 houses at
a rental value of §79,200 a year or
$22 ‘per month each. One wholesale
grocery stors with a capital of $50,-
000; one shoe store with a capital of
$50,000; ome depa t store with =a
capltal of $100,080 and two banks
with & pald up capital of $250,000,
leaving a balance in a reserve fund of
$178,

A ‘30 per cent would make buni-
:eu that would require 5§30 people at
Ba from %8 to $20 per week.

. In'December, 1905, with three men
and fwo women, vizs: John W. Staley,
Rowena Lumpkine and . your humble
servant (John W. Lewis), with assotn
amounting to 31350, organized the
Laborers and Mechanics’ Realty Com-
pany. Today that cerporation has a
pald up capital of $20,000 with assets
of over 375,000 and has paid a divi-

dend of 5 per gent for four years.
When this league was in session In

FPhiladelphia in 1913 "we had just

opened in Washington a shoe store of

tor and about the same time a genl's
furnishing stbre, Mr. Robert Holland,
proprietor, just n few doora from the

L. B. Willlams, Susie P. Robb, the late

IN 1915" LDITION

grown tlulr oﬂnm quarters and Mr.

Ware's shoe store I8 now a depart-
ment store, on the Fourteenth
nmt northwest, with a delivery car,

ng business and several
elirt!. The Holland haberdashery Is
now on Seventh street northwest, an-
other business street, In a store 5z
well stocked, two salesmen and a de-
livery wagon, with everything
ing prosperous.

We have twenty-seven drug stores, two
A8 fine insurance compalies as can oe
found in the country, employing 700 young
meén and women as clerks and agents
Grocery stores, tinners, contractors are
oumerous and new ventures are crop-
ping up all over town. There is a busj-
pess revival especially in the north-
west and You #treet from Heventh to
Fourteenth Is on a business bgom
among eur people

In February, 19513, the Industria}
Savings Bank was organized and be-
gan business May 1, 1913 On June 4,

which Mr. Richard Wares 18 proprie-|

1913,
217048 and 108 depositors, and at
the close of business June 30, 1915,
the assets were $32,996.97 and the de-
positors 99%7.

And so, Mr. President, members of
the league, ladiea and gentlemen,
there is a bright day just ahead for

+shoe stord. banks and banking and business in, several homes in safety, feeling It
- Both of these enterprl‘ul have outs| general In the magnificent city "f."'"'“ good for us to have bean here.

looks

thia bank's assels amounted to|

Washington. We are hopeful and we
firmly belleve that the. day will come
when the greatest negro bank of the
land will be housed in Washington and
some of the great merchants of the
future will be the men who are sjrug-
gling today laying a foundation for
future mercantile greatness,
Our salvation is through the home,
church and school. In every high and
normal school & bank should be in-
stalled, giving the atudent not only
a personal leason In thrift but aiso
a practical lesson in banks and banm-
ing. Buch a sysiem is already in vogue
in the Armstrong Manual Training
School of Washington, D. C., of which
Prof. Garneit Wilkinson is principal.
Until the preacher preaches and the
teacher teaches faith in our own, we
need not expect any rapid growth,
Mr. President, if I wera a volce, a
persuasive volce that could travel the
wide world through, 1 would pray,
preach and s=ing. *“Negro business, ne-
gro combination, negro co-operation”™
Let me close, Mr. President, by in-
voking wupon you, your officers and
members of the league heaven's bless-
ings and Cod's guidance. May this
ression, from the standpoint of actual
good accomplished, he the banner ses-
sion, and may we all return to our

REV. W.

C. THOMPSON.
Rev. William Clifford Thompson was
born in Houston County, Georgia, No-

vember 11, 1872 His father, Danilsl

Thompaon, was & noted colored man of
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Hours. 8 A M. to 5 P. M. Saturdays 9 A. M. to 1 P. M.

$1.00 OPENS AN ACCOUNT
(WE SOLICIT YOUR PATRONAGE)

VINGS BANK

Washington and the only col-
ored Bank in the United States
supervised by the United States
Treasury, and an institution
which deserves the patronage of
the Colored People of Wash-

$197,000.00. Undivided pro-
fits, $1,637.00. Depositors, 987.

John W, Lewis....cooviananes.Pres,
w.
Logan JohnsoN.....ssse...Director
Walter 8. Carter....ssssq..Director
Charles Neal........eeee...Director
John H. 8imms......ss....Director
M. A
James H. Washington......Director
William H.

Georgia, and was elected to the legisla-
ture at one time, but declined to accept
on account of the existing conditiona. He
attended the public schools of Georgia,
and later attended the Clarke University,
of Atlanta, Ga, from which he graduated
from the industrial department In
1884 and the academic department In
1895. After leaving the Clarke Uni-
versity he attended the Lincoln Uni-
versity in Pennsylvania from which
he graduated in 15985 and he then went
to the Drew Theological Seminary at
Madison, N. J, and after completing
his studies there he finished his edu-

catlon by taking u ost graduate work
at the Garrett glﬂuc-i Institute at

Evanston, 11L, which was in 1304, He
was ordained as a minister In 1901,
shortly after leaving the Drew Theo-
logical Beminary, and his first charge
was the Mount Zion Watecourt Church
at Baltimore which he held for two
years. He is now pastor of the Mount
Zion M. E. Church located on Twen-
ty-ninth street between Dumbarton
and O streets northwest. Washington,
D. C, and has held this chargs for
over two years. In that time he
has repaired the building Im a num-
ber of ways and has increased the

=
The only colored Bank

1 rship about 300 which makes
mgton' ?em':;“ gmw of over Rev.
irhmpsonod;tul auntl:clnu c?uort 'n:

s Meth ntelligencer for
CIﬂltll &Otk. Ss,m.ﬂl o ye.;rs during his stay In Baltimore.

",

He was delegate from Washington to
the Ecumenical Methodist Coaference
which was held in Toronto, Canada, In
1911, and was also a delegate to the Meth-
odist Eplscopal Genera] Confarence which
was held in Minneapolis, Minn., in 1512
He has written a number of articles ahow-
ing what the colored peopies of the coun-
try are doing and what his ideas are
In doing things for thelir betterment.
and thers has been much comment on
his work of this kind He was re-
turned to Washington after the annual
Conference meeting owing mnot only
to the good work that bhe had done
In the two years that he had been here,
but also to the fact that his congregation
were so well pleased with him that om
the eve of his leaving for confer-
ence they gave him a large purse and
forwarded letters to tha conference
with urgent appeals for his return
which was granted them. The condl-
tion of the Mount Zion Church was
never better in years than it Is at
the present time, all credit for which is
due to Rev. Thompson, Rev. Thomp-
son is one of Washington's most rep-
resentative colored citisens and one
of which It can well bs proud. He

o

Total deposits last

year

OFFICERS;

A. Bowle.......s00ss0s..Cashler

Robinson.......ss...Director

Ricks..........Director

i

",
'

o

SRR

. resides with his wife and fam-
?!';"at their beautiful homs at 2903

O street northwest, this city.

1914.

Interstate Old Folks Home for the Aged and
Infirmed Colored People of America.

Rev. E. B. GORDON, Pres..

View of Dining-Room.
This institution has met with splendid success since’ its opening in June,
Thirty-two rooms, comfortably furnished.
.. and national in scope. Donations for home from philanthropic citizens gratefully
~ For turther lnfornmion reglrding this institution, call or write

Sh;'ﬂhl'-&h

It is nonsectarian in practice,

8255.




